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For ewor d

The Wadden Sea Region (WSR) is a unique cultural landscape and the Wadden

Sea itself an outstanding nature reserve on a global scale, recognized by UNESCO

as Wor Id Heritage Site. Everyone is convinced that natural and cultural values must

be protected. A substantial contribution is a sustainable socio -economic
development of the Wadden Sea Region, an area where people live and work.

The Wadden Sea Forum (WSF) is an independent platform of stakeholder
organizations in the WSR of Denmark, Germany and The Netherlands and was
established in 2002 following a decision by the 9 h Governmental Conference of the
Trilateral Wadden Sea Cooperation. The Forum works towards an advanced and
sustainable development, taking into account the interests of the Wadden society

with its various stakeholders.

In the past years the WSF successfully continued the work on Integrated Coastal
Management on the basis of the ICZM Strategy for the Wadden Sea Region
(December 2013). The presented report comprises three parts, an assessment of

the developments of relevant sectors in the Wadden Sea Region and two status

reports on compelling issues as identified by the WSF. These are demographi ¢
change as one of the main challenges for the Wadden society and the sustainability

indicator instrument to measure the success of sustainable development.

With this present report, the WSF intends to provide a broader picture about
developments in the W adden Sea Region and to give insights in debates and
instruments, providing support in working towards a sustainable Wadden Sea
Region.

We hope this contribution stimulates the debate about a sustainable coastal region

and a vivid Wadden society. It also enhances the close cooperation between
stakeholders and political decision makers and raises the awareness for sincere
commitment to sustainably further develop the Wadden Sea Region.

Haarlem and Wilhelmshaven March 29, 2018

Cees Loggen, Chair Wadden Sea Forum Manfred Vollmer, WSF Managing Director
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1. Executive Summary and
Recommendations

This report reflects the WSF's assessment of recent socio -economic developments
in the light of political statements made at the Governmental Wadden Sea
Conference 2014 in Tgnder, Denmark. The focus is laid on coastal zone
management themes on the agenda of the Wadden Sea Forum (WSF), namely
fisheries, energy, climate as well as shipping and ports. Furthermor e, science
cooperation and the performance of the WSF are briefly assessed.

The fishery sector was remarkably successful with the certification of mussel and

shrimp fisheries. With additional agreements and specific conditions within these
certifications a s well as with  the trilateral swimway initiative, progress was also

made in the ecological sector. Still, overcapacities, problematic methods of fishing

and the lack of a level playing field still have negative impacts on stocks and
habitats .

Greater focus on energy saving, the continued transition to renewable energy
production and alternative fuels as well as many best practice initiatives on the
regional and local level underline the positive developments in the energy sector.

Climate change and resulti ng impacts played a dominant role in the political
agenda and across sectors. Many initiatives were taken by municipalities and
authorities. Also the Trilateral Cooperation took on responsibility for this issue.
Nevertheless, mitigation efforts and adaptat ion measures need to be strengthened
to meet the needs for a sustainable society in the future.

The shipping and harbour business is slowly changing towards greater
sustainability and the WSF was quite active in this issue. While some progress is

being mad e in emission reduction and green ports development, there is little
progress with respect to shipping safety measures. Lack of cooperation,
communication gaps and insufficient control mechanisms require regulatory

action s.

With the Dutch Wadden Academy an d the Trilateral Research Agenda, science
cooperation has progressed quite well. The WSF has developed a sound network

of scientists from various institutions, who cooperate with and support the WSF on

topical issues. With the implementation of the project ed World Heritage
Partnership Centre such cooperation can be further enhanced.

Developments in the WSR T References to Tgnder Declaration by WSF page 2



The Wadden Sea Forum can look back on a whole range of achievements regarding

the work on sustainable developments in the Wadden Sea Region. Good
cooperation on the local, regional and international level as well as the involvement

in various projects clearly show the value of the existing stakeholder forum.
However, its degree of awareness in the WSR and its contribution on the political

level needs improvement. The WSF wil | clearly define its position regarding
developments in the WSR and will deliver advice accordingly. Furthermore, the
Forum is prepared to take a responsible role in the World Heritage Partnership
Centre and to facilitate the network in the partner -hub.

Reflecting the se developments in the Wadden Sea Region, the WSF
recommends:

1 to broadly acknowledge the efforts of the fishery sector working towards
more sustainabilty, recognizing that still much needs to be done;

1 to provide research funding to better understand the mutual impacts and
interactions between fisheries and the ecosystem;

1 to further investin decentralized energy production to avoid impacts of large
scale energy transportation systems and spatial conflicts;

i to support smart energy initiatives on  the local level;

i toincrease the TWSC efforts to develop the Wadden Sea Region into a CO
neutral region by 2030;

1 to politically support local and regional initiatives for climate friendly
developments;

1 to start pilote climate change adaptat ion measures , and give adequate

consideration to  cultural heritage values in this context;

1 to foster shipping safety measures and the development of green port
concepts along the Wadden Sea coast;

1 to trilaterally approach the IMO to implement additional me asures in the

North Sea;

i to establish a joint shipping and habour working group with stakeholders
and responsible authorities;

1 toimprove cooperation between governments and the scientific community
also in order to meet research needs related to society ;

1 to improve and support the implementation of the Trilateral Research
Agenda;

1 to strive for better visibility of the WSF in the region as well as on the political
level;

1 to integrate the WSF in the World Heritage Partnership Centre as valuable
partner and f acilitator of its network.

2
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2. Introduction

The approach for this report was to consider the objectives and statements of the

political level, expressed in the Ministerial Declaration of Trilateral Governmental
Conference 2014 in Tender, Denmark. In our view, a successful sustainable
development integrates the political roadmap, sector developments and societal
characteristics and needs. An emphasis islaid on themes that are linked to socio -

economic developments in the Wadden Sea Region . These corresponding themes
are constituent elements of the WSF's agenda, and include sustainable fisheries,
energy, climate, maritime safety and p ollut ion prevention of s hipping , science

cooperation as well as the Wadden Sea Forum itself.

2
The Trllateral Caoperatlon r"-
on the Protection g
of lhe Wadden Sea

In each of the following chapters, we firstrepeat the corresponding paragraphs of
the Tgnder Declaration in order to recall the aims and recommendations put
forward by the national governments that form the Trilateral Wadden Sea
Cooperation (TWSC). Subseq uently, we briefly describe and assess developments
since the 2014 Trilateral Governmental Conference from the perspective of the

WSF. We then present an  outlook directed towards the Trilateral Governmental
Conference in May 2018 in Leeuwarden, taking into account the goals of the
planned World Heritage Partnership Centre and the contents of the draft
Leeuwarden Declaration.
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3. Socio -economic D evelopments
In the Wadden Sea Region

3.1 Sustainable Fis heries

36. Stress the importance of the implementation of their ambitions (from the
Sylt Declaration) to develop Wadden Sea wide trilateral policy principles for
a further development of sustainable fisheries and support the Framework for
Sustainable Fisheries, as in Annex 3.

37. Strive toincorporate andimplement the Framework for Sustainable Fisheries

in national fisheries policies by taking into account the EU Common Fisheries
Policy (CFP) and relevant EU legislation, in order to improve the sustainability
of fisheries int he Wadden Sea as well as aiming for a level playing field for
the fishery sector in the Wadden Sea.
Unreasonable impairments of the interests of the local population and its
traditional uses in the Wadden Sea have to be avoided. Any user interests
have to be weighted on a fair and equitable basis in the light of the purpose
of protection in general, and the particular case concerned.

38. Strive to minimize the possible negative impacts of the diverse fisheries on
the natural features of the Wadden Sea. A reduct ion of possible impacts of
the diverse fisheries on the natural features of the Wadden Sea can be
achieved in different ways, such as a combination of areas with sustainable
fisheries and areas where all fisheries are excluded, innovative
environmentally s ound fisheries techniques, areas without bottom -contact -
fisheries, bycatch reduction programs and reduced fishing pressure. In line
with CFP, sustainable fisheries are characterized by the use of best available
fishing techniques and practices.

39. Confirm the ir wish, in line with the CFP and other relevant EU legislation, to
improve the sustainability of fisheries by negotiations and stakeholder
participation. The aim is to realize an economically sound fisheries sector,
meeting consumer expectations and respe cting the sustainability - limits of the
trilaterally protected Wadden Sea.

40. Therefore instruct the Wadden Sea Board to arrange an operating schedule
including the negotiation phase and the implementation process, in close

cooperation with responsible authori ties and relevant stakeholders and
initiatives, which are required within the framework of the EU legislation and
the CFP.
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The Wadden Sea Forum acknowledges that over the past four year s the fishery

sector has made good progress in working towards sustain able fisheries, often
based on regional initiatives or agreements, and taking into account  also the EU
Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) and relevant EU legislation. The main fisheries
operating in the Wadden Sea area have meanwhile been  certified against the MSC
standard. This standard is approved worldwide and in the opinion of the fishery

sector there is no need to impose other standards . However, the green NGOs
consider the present MSC standard being too weak from an ecological point of

view, in particular when it comes to compliance with the specific goals of protected

areas . The MSC standard also requires the fishery sector to closely cooperate with
stakeholders such as environmental NGOs , and we saw for some fisheries and
some regio ns good progress with this

s
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December 2017: The  North Sea brown shrimp fishery celebr ated
the receipt of the MSC certificate for sustainability in Brussels

Over the last years, electric pulse gear was introduced on a few shrimp vessels as

a new method. However, this has not become part of the MSC certification and

there would also be risks involved with the technique, as catching efficiency would

increase, which would put even more pressure on the stock. A dditional
investigations and, if the technique wo  uld be introduced, clear regulations would

be necessary.

From the perspective of the WSF, cooperation between the fishery sector and the

TWSC at the trilateral level is weak if not lacking entirely. In o ur view, a joint
working group sh  ould foster coordina tion across the three countries. This could be
crucial for improving the good environmental status of the Wadden Sea Region

whi Ist also encouraging sustainability of fisheries . Also overcapacities  should be
addressed and a level playing field should be deb ated in the cooperation. On an
ecological level, good cooperation led to the elaboration of a swim -way Vvision and
action plan . Research institutions , governments and stakeholders wer e involved
in this initiative.
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The WSF welcomes active collaboration with the TWSC to jointly progress this
matter. Furthermore, it is our understanding that improved interdisciplinary

research is needed in order to understand the mutual impacts and interactions

between fisheries and the ecosystem. Sound scientific analysis can help to

establish and implement measures that reduce the impact of fisheries on the
Wadden Sea ecosystem

3.2 Energy

41. Recognize that the construction of offshore wind parks and increasing

offshore energy production contributing to the more sustainab le energy

supply, has impacts, on parts of the Wadden Sea, such as electric transport
cables and servicing traffic.

42. Are aware of the regional concerns regarding the potential storage of carbon

dioxide (CCS) and the exploitation of hydrocarbons from non -conventional

deposits using the fracking technology within the Wadden Sea Area and
bordering coastal and sea areas including connected exploration activities
because of the potential damage to the ecosystem, and intend to avoid

possible negative impacts on th e Wadden Sea in line with the Guiding

Principle.

43. Recognize also that recently a substantial number of electric power stations
has been built or planned directly adjacent to the Wadden Sea and that the

intake of cooling water accumulatively may have a signi ficant impact on fish
and that enhanced emissions of CO » are in discrepancy to limiting global

warming and enhancing sea level rise cf 824 of the Sylt Declaration.

44. Instruct the WSB to review therefore the impacts ensuing from such

constructions on the Wadd en Sea ecosystem and to consider measures to

avoid or mitigate possible negative impacts, including looking for best
practices with the aim of developing a common code of conduct for the
Wadden Sea Area in close consultation with the responsible bodies and
stakeholders.

Developments in the WSR T References to Tgnder Declaration by WSF

page 7



The Wadden Sea Forum and its collective stakeholders are in general supportive

of further developing and implementing offshore wind farms , Support ing the Paris
agreement of 2015 . The
support of national, regional
and local governments for this
is acknowledged. However, the
expected impacts as well as

proper mitigation measures of
this development still need to
be scrutinised in more detail. A

newly introduced method that
can be highlighted as a positive
example of minimizing the
impacts of turbines on birds is
the switch - off of wind turbines in the province of Groningen during bird migration

Many voices in society continue to emphasize the impact of offshore wind farming

on the landscape and quality of life. For a sustainable Wadden Sea Re gion a
comprehensive energy concept is needed that takes into account the interests and

concerns of all members of society as well as the need to overcome fossil energy
sources . Politicians, stakeholders and representatives of wider society should work

tog ether to strive for a holistic and sustainable energy concept in the Wadden Sea

Region. With regard to CCS and fracking in the Wadden Sea Region, we
acknowledge and support that no activities are being planned.

The TWSC recognizes the ecosystem
impacts  of electricity -producing
power plants along the Wadden Sea
coast, particularly the increase of
CO, emissions caused by coal -fired
power plants. No measures and
initiatives have so far been launched

at a trilatera | level to reduce these
impacts  though there i s some
progress on the national level and
less coal power plants were
constructed then planned. Also initiatives have been taken on a local and regional

level to work towards a more sustainable energy supply , like the A ®&art Island
I nitiative 0. An example isthe partly self-sufficient energy supply of some Wadden
Seaislands. In order to reach the overall aim of a common code of conduct for the
Wadden Sea Region , the WSF suggests to initiate better cooperation with
stakeholders. We believe that constructive and fruitful collaboration with
stakeholders, as well working towards  best practices, could help in our work
towards climate -neutral energy supply in the WSR
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3.3 Climate

CO> Neutral Wadden Sea Region

45. Welcome the progress realized at the local level on achieving a CO , neutral
Wadden Sea region.

46. Continue to support  the global and national efforts to mitigate causes of
climate change at the regional level.

47. Appreciate the ongoing efforts, especially at the local and regional levels, to
work towards developi  ng the Wadden Sea region into a CO »>-neutral area, and
reconfirm the Sylt Declaration §24.

Climate Change Adaptation

48. Acknowledge that the overall goal of climate change adaptation in the
Wadden Sea Area is to safeguard and promote the qualities and integri ty of
the area as a natural and sustainable ecosystem whilst ensuring the safety of
the inhabitants and visitors, as well as the cultural heritage and landscape
assets and sustainable human use.

49. Adopt the trilateral Climate Adaptation Strategy as in Annex 4 on increasing
resilience to climate change that is based upon the recognition that dealing
with climate change requires the integration of many sectors, activities and
fields of expertise and strive to implement the priority issues from the
Strategy.

50. Recognise that spatial planning is an important instrument that can be used
to achieve the objectives of climate change adaptation and for safeguarding
a good interplay between different layers of governments and non -
governmental organisations  , and between di fferent sectoral interests.

51. Express the intention to implement the trilateral climate change adaptation
principles and objectives in spatial planning processes as far as possible, in
particular at the local and regional level, also focusing on the integrat ion of
land - and sea -based activities.

52. Monitor the implementation of the climate change adaptation strategy and
embed the results in long  -term trilateral climate change policies, including
best practices for adapting to climate change.
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53. Recognizethatthem orphological development under sea levelrise is a critical
element of the natural resilience of the Wadden Sea and that trilateral
cooperation on the exchange of knowledge on this subject is essential.

54. Welcome the successful initiation of a trilateral stu dy on sedimentation
behaviour in different tidal basins and acknowledge that the study has already
in its first year delivered an exchange of knowledge and expertise between
institutions and agencies in the Wadden Sea countries, and support its further
continuation.

Wadden Sea: Possible mean change of the annual mean temperature until the mid-21st century

(2046-2075) compared to today (1961-1990)*: Increase

Range diagram i |

+3.4°C
Possible largest increase

1 +1.9°C
~ Possible mean change

+0.9°C
Possible smallest increase

4E k.3 13 SE g ne 1

RTINS o I N — — ol i |
X A e L i - L .

Fig. 1 : Example of a climate scenario ( www.coastalatlas.org )

The Wadden Sea Forum acknowledges the outcome of the ¢ limate conference
2015 in Paris as a general aim to minimize global warming, but concrete
agreements and measures still have to  be implemented on national and regional
level, also in the Wadden Sea Region . We also welcome the political statement
from the Wadden Sea countries in 2010 to develop a CO » neutral Wadden Sea
Region. However, greater emphasis could be given to basic studi es to understand
the status quo and  climate related developments in the region. Unfortunately, no
joint efforts have yet been undertaken to come closer to the stated goals
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Nevertheless, on the local and regional level many initiatives and measures have

been implemented to reduce CO 2 emissions. Municipalities and counties have
launched program mes in order to make energy and transport more sustainable.

An increasing number of best practices demonstrate the feasibility of CO 2 reduction
measures while  maintaining existing living standards

The WSF is of the opinion that solid support and commitment by the Trilateral
Cooperation would stimulate climate friendly  developments in this respect. The
collaboration of the Wadden Sea Board and the WSF to carry out an inventory of

CO. policies on the national, regional and local | evel was a good starting point.
The report is available on the WSF website

https://waddensea  -forum.org/images/archive/co2/Inventory -CO2-climate -
friendly -WSR.pdf (as of March 2018).

The WSF recommends to use this knowledge base for discussing an d agreeing
further actions so as not to lose sight of the goal of a CO 2 heutral Wadden Sea
Region .

With respect to climate change adaptation, a task group was set up by the Wadden
Sea Board to work on the climate change adaptation strategy. Representatives of
the countries as wellas ~ WWF and WSF were involved. A monitoring report and a

study on morphodynamic changes were published , and a workshop was held to
discuss results and include further expertise.

The WSF stakeholders ve ry much welcomed the work of this group as results
contribute to implementing the necessary adaptation measures.

As the trilateral adaptation strategy decided upon in 2014 is focussing on the
Wadden Sea itself and does not include endangered parts of the area behind the
dikes , the WSF recommends to more strongly consider also land -sea interactions
in the future. Sea level rise as well as changes in temperature and precipitation

patterns will have impacts on the low lying marsh areas in the hinterland.
Therefore, a comprehensive clim ate adaptation strategy is needed that also
focuses on adequate living conditions as well as a healthy economy. For the
Wadden Sea itself, t he strategy for the Wadden Sea 2100 of Schleswig -Holstein
can deliver impulses for other regions to take into accoun t developments in the
more distant future. The WSF recommends to broaden the composition of a
possible future Climate Task Group to ensure adaptation needs in the entire
Wadden Sea Region can be adequately covered . In this respect, the possible
impacts and changes on the cultural landscape and heritage values must also be

taken into consideration
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3.4 Maritime Safety and Pollution Prevention
of Shipping

55. Emphasize the importance of the maritime activities and safety of the Wadden
Sea Particularly Sensitiv e Sea Area (PSSA) and welcome the engagement of
the stakeholders in implementing the agreements of the Sylt Declaration and
recognize the developed operational plans relevant for the Wadden Sea PSSA.

56. Encourage the national competent authorities to use the operational plans as
in Annex 5 as the basis for reviewing and accordingly implementing the
measures of the operational plans, e.g. stimulate where reasonable and
feasible, the accelerated implementation of (bio) -LNG as transition fuel, in
order to achieve its objectives.

57. Continue the dialogue between the competent shipping and nature
conservation authorities and stakeholders in order to achieve an even higher
level of safety and cooperation.

58. Welcome and stimulate the further development and application of the Green
Port concept.

The Wadden Sea Forum emphasizes that : ; " P el

the Wadden Sea is one of the most highly
frequented shipping areas of the world.
Maritime safety is thus of paramount
importance, while sustainable shipping
plays a crucial role in sustainabl e
development. Increasing container
shipping , the pressure for cheap global
transport and the distinct tendency for bigger container vessels could have severe
impacts on the ecosystem as well as cause conflicts with other sectors such as
offshore wind farm ing.

Still, some achievements should be acknowledged. IMO resolutions on e.g. anti -

fouling, ballast water management and on sulphur emissions  were implemented

a n d DefGerNet ho, a trilateral cooperation about preventing pollution by ship

accidents inthe Wa dden Sea and the southern North Sea is still in place. Also the
establishment of the AHavari ekommandood in Cuxhayv
activities with regard to accidents is welcomed.
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The WSF deeply regrets that the original idea to establish a joint TWSC and WSF
working group was not supported by the shipping authorities. The Wadden Sea

Board , the Wadden Sea Forum and green NGOs have attempted several times to
get a sound trilateral network establish ed, capable of working on important
shipping issues

A small group of governmental representativ es from the three countries was
founded to discuss the implementation of the operational plans referred to and
published in the Tgnder Declaration. The envisaged cooperation with stakeholders,
unfortunately, did  not come to pass. The WSF proposes that the WSB , WSF and
green NGOs once more attempt to establish a joint work group on shipping and

ports, and that this group should not only focus on operational plans for the PSSA

Wadden Sea. The agenda of this joint g roup should also include vessel traffic
management, implementation of joint monitoring systems, emergency towing
capacity, ballast water control and pollution. Many problems have to be solved as

recently the case of the 0GI|.Oueyo dostpréessureditleno has
qualified crews are working on international vessels. Insufficient container lashing

control leads to many lost containers in the adjacent waters of the Wadden Sea

and the use of heavy crude oil contributes to increased air pollution. Adequate and
sustainable solutions can only be found if governments and stakeholders

collaborate .

Apart from shipping issues, there are also port -related issues and developments
that concern the Wadden Sea and its hinterland. The WSF emphasizes that posi tive
initiatives for green shipping and green ports were
taken at a regional and stakeholder level,
supported by the Dutch government. A good
practical starting point was the symposium on

—~——
v green port concepts that took place in 2016 in The
Netherlands. This initiative was taken forward by

Sustainable Shipping the WSF who organised a symposium on green
ports and shipping in cooperation with the

Maritime Competence Center Leer in April 2017. The green port concept

encompasses the introduction of LNG and fuel cells as alternative f uels in shipping,

the provision of electricity from land, waste management, cooperation in logistics

and further important issues. Green NGOs suggest to also include the issue of

emission free shipping and more emphasis on reducing impacts on habitats both

on land and in the Wadden Sea.

The WSF is looking forward to cooperating with the TWSC on these topics through
a joint agenda. This will not least increase awareness of, and commitment to the
Wadden Sea World Heritage Site
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3.5 Science Cooperation

62. Welcome the findings of the 13th scientific Wadden Sea symposium, which
focused on the themes climate and water, biodiversity, science for
management and policy and sustainability and ecosystem services.

63. Encourage discussions by the scientific community an d policy makers on the
major policy issues and related knowledge as a basis for further developing
a trilateral research agenda and a trilateral research platform.

64. Instruct the WSB to strengthen the cooperation with the scientific community
in focusing on the main world heritage issues.

The Wadden Sea Forum welcomes the intention of the Trilateral Cooperation to
strengthen its cooperation with the scientific community.

The traditional Scientific Wadden Sea Symposia, taking place around a year prior
to th e Governmental Conferences, play an important role in exchanging and
developing scientific knowledge about the
Wadden Sea ecosystem, its society and :

potential strategies for sustainable 5 2 _
development. There is still room for ’N " “
improvement in disseminating and opening \

up the Symposia to the public, possibly by

way of one public open day at the end of the meeting where the public at large

and regional administrations and other stakeholder s are invited to discuss new
developments

In this respect, the WSF conside rs the development of a common Trilateral
Research Agenda a step forward. The Research Agendawas developed in a broadly
participatory approach, initially with the involvement of many different scientists

from all three countries and then in an intensive discussion at the 14 ™ ISWSS
(International Scientific Wadden Sea Symposium) in May 2017 which added

further expertise

It is our understanding that some themes that have not been sufficiently included,

as well as political perspectives, will be integrated in the next round. In conclusion,
the draft research agenda should be further improved and amended according to

the contributions delivered by the scientific thematic groups; it should also reflect

and assess political management aims  , in particular the n  eeds of the Wadden Sea
World Heritage site.
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The WSF supports this interdisciplinary and transnational initiative which appears

to be fairly unique in the global scientific world. We suggest that adequate political
support should be given to the research ag enda, not least financial support, and
that the appropriate dissemination of insights and recommendations should be
encouraged to improve actions and strategies for a sustainable future in the WSR.

The WSF itself has established a healthy exchange with the scientific community
to jointly work on specific issues. The planning portal, climate atlas, indicator tool

and the work o n risk management have received tremendous support from
research colleagues and the WSF envisages to deepen this network
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3.6 Wadden Sea Forum

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

Take into account the activities and recommendations by the Wadden Sea
Forum on sustainable development and participatory processes, in particular
with regard to:

1 The WSF Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) Strategy for the
Wadden Sea Region as an independent stakeholder concept of the WSF,
aiming at sustainability objectives on ecology, economy and society, to
achieve that economic activities take great social responsibility and
safeguard natural ecosystems and cultural historic landsc apes. In this
respect it is appreciated that the WSF will further elaborate on the
sustainability indicators and its assessment as well as promote the
Wadden Sea Region Planning Portal with the visualisation of economic
uses and protection schemes on trans national level.

1 The efforts and recommendations of the WSF to contribute working
towards a CO , neutral Wadden Sea Region as envisaged by the
governments.

1  The work of the Forum on clean shipping and shipping safety

Continue to support the cooperation with WSF as an independent
stakeholder organization in working towards a sustainable, environmental
friendly Wadden Sea Region

Acknowledge the work of the Wadden Sea Goose Management group and
note the recommendations for future goose management within the tri lateral
Cooperation Area.

Observe that many of the recommendations relate to conditions which are
outside the trilateral Cooperation Area.

Encourage the responsible authorities to evaluate and where appropriate
implement the recommendations.
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ICZM Strategy
for the Wadden Sea Region

The Wadden Sea Forum has delivered an ICZM
strategy for the Wadden Sea Region in December
2013 with recommendations on policy and planning
integration, integrated management, partnership
and monitoring. The strategy was welcomed by the
TWSC, and the WSF was e ncouraged to further
elaborate on  key topics (865). Responsible local and
regional governments and stakeholders were
encouraged to implement the recommendations

K Frrfﬁll {

Wadden Sea Forum

December 2013

Hence, the Forum continued its efforts to work towards greater sustainability in
the Wadden Sea Region, with specific activities in the following fields:

Climate change and CO 2 reduction measures were important topics and are
described earlier in this report. The Wadden Sea Region Climate Atlas, elaborated

and provided by research colleagues f rom the ANorddeutsches
HZG builds a sound basis for a climate related debate within the WSF

Shipping safety, clean shipping and green ports concept play a substantial
role in sustainable developments along the Wadden Sea coast. Developm ents in
this fields are described earlier in this report too

Emphasis was givento  sustainability indicators as an instrument for measuring
success in environmentally friendly developments, and to encouraging local and

regional governments as well as stakeholders to strengthen their work in this field.

In cooperation with universities, the WSF compiled local and regional sustainability
data from more than 570 municipalities in the Wadden Sea Region and analysed

9 municipalities in detail. Results were analysed in close cooperation with the
municipalities, reflecting local characteristics and knowledge. A more det ailed
description is given in a separate report (see part 3)
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Goose management and the task of minimising conflicts between the agricultural

sector and nature conservation has been a focus
The WSF has delivered a comprehens ive trilateral goose management scheme

for the WSR, but it turned out that implementation in the entire region caused

many difficulties.

As a consequence, the WSF supported the implementation of a goose management

platform on AEWA level to aim at solutions on the international flyway level. The
Netherlands, Denmark and the state
governments of Schleswig -Holstein and
Lower Saxony supported the AEWA approach
and invested in the implementation of the
management platform. Presently, a goose
management plan for the two goose species
with most conflicts in the WSR , barnacle and
graylag geese, is under development. The
WSF strongly recommends to proceed with

the implementation of the plan being supported by the Wadden Sea governments.

Regional identity inthe Wadden Sea Region was and still is on the WSF agenda
as it is highly valued by the Wadden Sea society. The WSR has a rich cultural
history and outstanding natural values. These are
tremendous a ssets which can be used to keep
the region a living reg ion and its society
sustainable. At the same time the region has

to face up severe demographic changes,
avoiding negative impacts and meeting
upcoming challenges.

The WSF has worked on the issue of
demographic change for some years now,
and has recently ¢ arried out an online survey
on perceived threats to the development of the
region. Deficits in development and decision -
making are analysed together with local and regional
representatives in order to find workable solutions. A first report on demographic
change (see part 2) highlights the status of discussion within the WSF
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In cooperation with the Helmholtz -Zentrum Geesthacht (HZG), the WSF was part

of the European research project ENHANCE with focus on "enhancing risk
management partnerships for ca tastrophic natural hazards in Europe".
Cooperative activities were concentrated in a case study on Risk Management in
the Wadden Sea Region. The aim was to

foster broad discussion s and to sensitise

stakeholders  across sectors towards

different risks in the WSR. Another aim was

to enhance the transnational exchange of

knowledge  and experiences. Three

stakeholder workshops on risk management

were held. The WSF plenary identified its

role as ambassador and communicator of

best practice example s in risk managem ent in the WSR. Detailed results are
available on the WSF website

https://www.waddensea  -forum.org/topic  s/projects/enhance -project -2014 -2016
(as of March 2018).

Reflecting all achievements of the last years, t he WSF is continuously working o n
its self -conception  to enhance its portfolio and to increase its visibility in the
WSR. It is obvious that focus on  the most relevant issues and the elaboration of a

clear mission statement and WSF position will increase commitment within the

WSF and its influ ence on decision -making.
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http://www.demogr.mpg.de/
http://www.bpb.de/












https://www.waddensea-forum.org/topics/projects/sust-indic-local-level
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